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10,090 pounds Soft Snap wanted.

J. 8. ELL1FRITZ & CO.

Card Cases at Detwiler's.

Kor holiday candles go to' W.C. Smith.

Dr. N. B. Lafferty visited at North Lib
last week.erty

,,. ..

There will be a festival at Dodsonvllle
school-hous- e Christmas Eve.

Oranges, bananas, lemons, figs, dates,- -

ralsl.is, etc., at W. G. Smith's.

Mr. and Mrs, John, F. Nelson spent
Monday and Tuesday in Cincinnati.

We pay the highest price for Wheat
at HiEstAsn &"Cowman's.

Miss Carrie Wctmore left yesterday to
Visit friends and relatives in Springfield.

French candies 40 cents per pound or
2 pounds for 75 cents at W. C. Smith's.

Mr. El wood Kelson arrived homo from
the West Tuesday to spend his holiday
vacation.

Tho Y. P. M. S., of Lynchburg, will
render a cantata Christmas Eve at
Woodrow Hall.

Copt. A. A. Kennedy has so far recov-

ered fc to be able to be on duty in the
Parker Houso office.

Correct styles in elegant stationery
jMt in at Smith's Drug Store. Will be
pleased to show you.

Mr. Aylette Fullerton came home
from Wooster last Friday, to remain un-

til after the holidays.
m

Masters Walter and Samroie Amen are
visiting their uncle, His Excellency Gov.
Foraker, nt Columbus.

Family bibles, poets, autograph and
photograph albums, the largest and fin-

est stock in town at Bowies'.

Stationery boxes containing 25 envel-

opes and 25 sheets paper from 10c to $1

per box at Smith's Drug Store.

Mrs, H. A. Pavey, who went down to
Cincinnati last Thursday on a visit, re-

turned home Monday evening.

.Mr. Mood Mosier, who has been at-

tending college in Springfield,came home
Saturday to spend the holidays.

The Chautauqua Circle meets this
evening at tho residence of Capt. J. M.
Hiestand, on West Walnut street.

m

Mr. John F. Nelson is Bpendingthe
holidays at home. He leaves early in
January for the New England States.

Prof. H. G. Williams will deliver his
lecture, "The Four Pillars," at Lynch-
burg, Wednesday evening, December 29.

Smokers desiring a fine cigar, cigar-

ettes or smoking tobacco will find the
Hani assortment at Smith's Drug Store.

m

Mr. Tom Callahan, of the Pan .Handle
Railroad bridge building corps, with
headquarters at Springfield, is isiting
relatives here.

Messrs. Sam Glaze and Ed Muntz, for-

merly of this place, but now of Ottawa,
Kan., are spending their holiday vaca-

tion with relatives here.

There will be a grand festival and oys-

ter supper at New Petersburg M. E.
Church on Wednesday evening, Decem-

ber 20, the proceeds to go toward paying
.for an organ.

Mr. Charles M. Harsha, through his
wgent, Ellis Pence, has erected over the
igroro of the late Samuel Waterfield, at
MigjsVisport, Brown county, an elegant
SSOO granite moument.

There will be an entertainment at New
Petersburg Christmas Eve for the bene-

fit of the M. E. Sunday-schoo- l. Among
the attractions will be vocal music by
little Lizzie Montgomery.

m

Mr. "Jap" R. Marshall, remembered
here as a talented and successful jour-

nalist, a pleasant gentleman and a useful
citizen, dropped in on us last week from
Springfield for a short visit.

Miss Jennie Harris, after a prolonged
'visit among relatives here, departed for
iher home in Paducah last Saturday to
the intense regret of numerous admirers.
Miss Sallie Murphy accompanied Miss
Harris.

An infant son of Mr. Joseph Bitten- -

house, of near Rainoboro, died last Fri
day. The funeral took place Saturday,
Rev. 3, W. Kline officiating, and the re
mains were interred in the New Boston
cemetery.

itf J, T. Wright, of Highland county?
i through his attorneys, Smith & Savage

and Levi Mills, has fi.ed his petition in
the Court of Common Pleas for $5,500
damages from the incorporated village
of Wilmington The suit grows out of
injuries Mr. Wright sustained by slip-

ping on an iron thimble covering a coal

k jpit under the sidewalk in front of the
Midland Hotel. He was disabled and
Jot several months was confined to hl
room, has since been disabled from bis
usual avocation, so that his injuriea art

.permanent. The petition alleges that
L vthe fall which occasions the injuries re- -
b cited was due to a condition of the side

Mralk, for which the Wilmington author-
ities were responsible, through negli

t gence. The accident occurred during
r tho very cold snap in December, 1883

The plaintiff was at the time engaged
a a.millr?8-tb- e miU4t Fallen A
.Peters. Ifi'toi fajrton Democrat,

J 4 rt '
Toilet Cases at DetwiterV.,

Q
Kinpson's butter cups at W.O.SmithV.

m
Mr. Noble Shaw, of Cleveland, is vit --

King relatives here.

Go to Bowles' for Christmas cards.
.novelties and souvenirs.

Miss Mary Reece leaves next week to
visit friends in Springfield.

What is nicer for a holiday present
than a gold pen ? At Detwiler's.

m
Miss Maggie Worthington, of Staun-

ton, O., is visiting Miss Margaret Hies-

tand.
m

Rev. Dr. Helt will occupy the oulplt
at the Presbyterian Church next Sunday
morning.

Mr. John Arthur is spending a few
weeks at Mineral Springs, Adams county,
for tho benefit of his health.

Dr.W.W. Dawson, Cincinnati's wealth-
iest and ono of her most prominent phy-

sicians, registered at the Kramer House
Friday.
. Miss .Nellie Collins left Monday for
Clermont county, where she will remain
about three weeks among relatives and
friends.

Wo understand there are a number of
worthy Republican appicants for the po-

sition of Superintendent of the County
Infirmary.

Mr. J. A. Weber, late of the Park
Hotel tonsorial parlors, Columbus, is a
new addition to the force at Frank Le-

ber's palace.

The cantata "Santa Clans' Mistake, or
the Bundle of Sticks" will be rendered
at the Presbyterian Church next Friday
evening. Admission free.

The dedication of the New Clear Creek
M. E. Church took place Sunday with
appropriate services. A number of per-
sons from this city were present.

When making your engagements for
holiday week do not forget the lecture
for the benefit of theYoung Men's League
at the M. E. Church Thursday evening.

m
Mr. John McCabe, who left this city

about four years ago, and from whom
nothing was heard lor a long time, is
mining in tho mountians near Helena,
Montana.

Cut flowers for Christmas can be ob-

tained at Bowies'. Special orders should
be left at once as it is difficult to get
them filled at a late hour, owing to the
rush of Christmas trade.

The Chautauqua Circle will spend an
"English evening" at the College Chapel
on New Year's evening. Tho exercises
will consist of music, tableaux, etc., and
an exceedingly pleasant time may be
anticipated.

Miss Iva Kennedy, of the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music, and Miss Pau-

line Peters, of Vicksburg, Miss., also a
pupil of the institution, will arrive in
this city Friday evening to visit 'Miss
Kennedy's father, Capt. A. A, Kennedy,
and Miss Gertie Bell, of East Walnut
street.

The lecture on "Rome, Pompeii and
Vesuvius," to be delivered by Dr. Bay- -

liss at the M. E. Church next Thursday
evening, December 30, promises to be
a rare treat, and those who are capable of
appreciating intellectual entertainments
of this high order will fill the house.
Tickets may be secured at "George and
Jack" Bowers' newB store.

Of the stores that are selling holiday
goods none seem to have the rush that
may be seen at Bowies'. Their immense
stock of books and stationery, fancy
queensware and china, Christmas cards
and novelties draw the crowd. A special
attraction for Christmas eve will be cut
flowers. Button-hol- e and corsage ts

and cut flowers in any form may
be obtained that dayat Cincinnati prices.

When choosing for friends
all should bear in mind that either
"Echoes from the Highland Hills" or
"From Highland Hills to An Emperor's
Tomb", by C. H. Collins, Esq., could not
be improved upon as holiday presents.
They should be found in the library of
every family in the county. They may
be .found at Sayler's or Bowers' book-

store, or ordered through tho author.
Price $2.

The "National Union," a mutual in-

surance company, held its annual elec-

tion of officers Monday evening, which
resulted as follows: President, W. C.
Duck wall j Vice-Preside- G.W. Bowers;

Chas. N. Holmes ; Speaker,
John R. Callahan; Secretary, S. Lewis
Holmes; Financial Secretary, W. Hoyt;
Chaplain, C. M. Harsha; Usher, J. M.
Chaney; Treasurer, F. S. Glenn;

Cass Wright; Door-keepe- r,

Thos. W. Hannaford ; Trustees, W.
O. Cowman, J. B. Worley, J. M. Kay.

The convenient custom prevailing at
present in our social circles by which
those "on hospitable deeds intent" en-

tertain their friends uridUy, has some
very commendable features. Like a well- -

written story, each installment proves
the more delightful. The children God
bless them appear only by means of
their partial historians. If servants are
discussed, this deponent heareth it not.
No gossip, most honorable gentlemen)
Mrs. John Conard again extended the
characteristic hospitality of her lovely
home to a party of her lady friends last
Saturday evening. A choice repast was
served at an early hour. Lively chat by
the merry matrons and music (of the
national, classical and other selections)
enlivened the later evening, and the ap-

preciative guests, along with their good-night- s,

mingled congratulations and
thanks t theirhappy '

hostess.
A Guest.

Music Rolls at Detwiler's.

Empaon's Boston chips atW.C.Smith's.

Fine Havana cigars at the Gem Bar-
ber shop.

m
Hand-mad- n creams 25 cents per pound

nt Smith's.

Misses Flo and Ruth Beam entertained
a number of young friends Tuesday ove-nin-

Mr. T. W. Connelly, of Manchester, n
new Lieutenant of Co. C, Kith Regiment,
was In this city last Friday.

The Tramp's "incidental remarks" on
another page will, it is thought, bo found
rather interesting. The incidental re-

marks are not applied indiscriminately
to those in attendance at the Masonic
reception, but are simply occasioned by
some of tho discussions which have
grown out of that occasion.

The two poetical gems in this issue,
from Mr. H. A. Pavey's pen, have been
evolyed from the busy rush of an activo
law practice. Such brilliant poetical
and literary genius will not down, but
occasionally emits its electric flashes,
although its possessor has turned the
fall power of his genius toward another
field.

Mr. Joseph Ellis, of Elmwood, 111., was
in this city last week for the first time
in eleven years. With his brother Ed.
he is in tho hardware and tinware busi-
ness in Elmwood, and both are prosper-
ing. Ed., who will bo remembered us
one of the leaders of the old 13th Regi-
ment Band, is directing a similar organi-
zation at that place.

The News-Heral- d Is proud of the
high literary that pervades this issne.
The contribution by C. H. Collins, Esq.,
is equal to any body else's best. Mr. II.
A. Pavey's makes us wonder, as we do
regarding Mr. Collins', why the legal
profession would have been chosen in
stead of literature, and Miss E. L. Grand--

Girard, Hugh McNicol, "Highland Boy,"
Doc. Hirons, and "Brutus" all come in
for a share of praise.

Rev. Dr. McSurely, while on the way
to preach the funeral of the late John
Buntain,on Wednesday of last week, was
thrown from his buggy by an unman-agabl- e

horse and sustained a broken
nose. Regardless of the pain he pro-

ceeded to his destination and performed
his sad offices before seeking medical
care. The gentleman is getting along
well, and the disfigurement will hardly
bo perceptible.

Pulled for Gaming.
Mose Rice's faro bank was pulled by

Marshal Rhoades and Officers Stevenson
and Newman about half-pa- st 3 Monday
afternoon, the "layout" falling into the
hands of the authorities. A number of
arrests were made the same day, but the
charges were not sustained, though some
citizens of prominence and high social
standing had "hair-breadt- escapes.
Rice, for exhibiting a gaming device, was
fined $25, and will be tried for gambling
this afternoon. John O'Connell, for
suffering gaming on his premises, was
fined a like sum. And the end is not
yet.

A Mean Trick.
Tli ose who have heard about it are

willing to vote that Mr. W. T. Bowers is
"the meanest man in town." This is
how it was : On Monday his son, Jack
Bowers, attained his majority, and that
he be taught dependence upon himself
and be made to tealize the importance
of his twenty-fir- st birthday, Mr. Bowers,
sr., and Mr. George Bowers put their
heads togetner ana scnemea. ueorge
got Jack s "pop" and put it where he
couldn't get it, and before daylight Mon-
day moraine awakened Jack with tho
startling information that there was "a
man in the nouse." not Knowing tnat
he was the man, Jack arose from his
dreamy couch picturesquely en di$ habelle,

and sought his gun. It was gone; but
the cartridges were there, and as the
next best thing to having his gun he
seized a handful of partridges and started
valiantiy in search of the Imaginary in-

truder. So far it was only a joke, but
everybody will agree that Mr. Bowers,
sr., should not have yelled "there he
is I" at the time he did. The report is
that a panic resulted, and had anyone
hurt themselves getting away, Bowers
the elder would have been liable to pros-
ecution for criminal carelessness.

Had the furniture been any one else's
a charge of malicious destruction of
property might have resulted, for they
say Jack stopped for no obstacle until
he reached the seclusion of his boudoir,
as the cartridges without a gun refused
to go off. and he thought his means of
defense inadequate considering the risks
run. But when he found out it was
simply done to celebrate his birthday
he took the joke in his usual graceful
style, and gave them to understand that
he knew it was a joke all the time and
merely acted his part so as not to disap-
point those who wanted to have .some
fun.

death'iTdoinus.
Joseph Basil Lucas died at bis lato

residence on North East street at 8
o'clock Tuesday evening of ulceration of
the bowels, aged forty-fou- r years. He
was a house-painte- r by trade. During
the war he was a member of an Indiana
regiment and a member of the G. A. R.
at the time of his death, and that or-

ganization will have charge of the funer-

al obsequies, which will be held at the
M, E. Church in this city at 1 o'clock
this afternoon. The interment will be
made at New Boston. He leaves a wife
and three small children.

Miss Fanny G. Lilley, a wealthy and
well-know- n maiden lady, died at her
late residence on East Main street at 6

o'clock a. m. yesterday (Wednesday).
The funeral will take place from the res-

idence at 2 o'clock this afternoon, Rev.
McSurely, of the Presbyterian Church,
of which she was a member, officiating.

' Misses Mary and Sara Scott entertain-
ed a number of young lady friends with
a charming "dove tea" Tuesday evening,
at their father's elegant borne in the
North End.

Young Men's League.
This organization met Monday oven

ing and transacted some business, and
enjoyed n couple hours of social inter
course. Among tho entertainments they
will soon offer will be a fine Magic Lan
tern exhibit through tho kindness and
under tho supervision of Mr, Frank Say
ler. The lecturo committeo reported a
very favorable outlook for tho Dr. BaV'
llss lecturo to be held Thursday evening
next.

The Creamery
Company have contracted for the erec
tion of a building and tho placing in
position of the propor appliances. They
havo purchased a tract of land known
as the Reece lot, situated opposite the
Mitchell farm, on the Cincinnati pike
near the railroad junction. The build'
lng will be a frame, 20x(K) feet, and Will
havo three "dead-air- " walls. The engine
room will bo 12x20 feet, and tho office
12x00 feet. Work is to be commenced
nt once. Certificates of incorporation
were filed at Columbus last Friday.

Workboxes at Detwiler's.

An Autocrat of Social Science
Is the appropriate head to a little noto
received at this office Jrom one whose
high, secure social standing no ono has
ever questioned. Hero is the note:

Apropos of the charming Masonic ball,
it is amusing to hear tho editor-in-chie- f

of the Gazette speaking by the card so
patronizingly to "our neighbor down the
street" of the usages of polite society.
Not a decade ago Ulric Sloane stood lm
sponsor to tho drawing-room- s of Hills-bor- o,

and very difficult and wearisome
he found his d

and wo havo heard it intimated among
tho haute ton that he bitterly repented
Ids deeds and words in behalf of his
graceless god-chil-

Fountain Pens at Detwiler's.

Royal Areaniun.
Hillshoro Council, R. A., elected the

following officers at their meeting lost
Friday evening for the following year:
Regent, S. Lewis Holmes ; Vice-Regen- t,

O. S. Lemon; Past Regent, J. B. Rowo;
Orator, J. R. Callahan ; Treasurer, Chas.
N. Holmes ; Secretary, AVm. H. Glenn ;

Collector, R. J. Dufley ; Guide, A. W.
Downham; Chaplain, W. H. Downing;
Warden, Chas. M. Harsha; Sentry, J. A.
Young; Trustees. Wm. Hoyt, Wm. H.
Glenn, J. B. Rowe ; Representative, J.
B. Rowe ; Alternate, S. Lewis Holmes.
The Grand Council meets soon at Cin-

cinnati.

Picture Frames at Detwiler's.

Missionary Services.
The W. F. M. S. conducted the serv-

ices at the M. E. Church Sunday even
ing, Mrs. Rev. Pearson presiding. Pa
pers were read by Mrs. Pearson and Mrs.
John A. Collins, and selections by Miss
Mattie Mather and Mrs. Cotton Mather.
Mrs. Grace Sloane sang an appropriate
solo in her unrivaled style. It is to be
regretted that the public have such few
opportunities to hear her voice. Miss
Marguerite Chaney and Miss Fannie

in well-select- recitations,
found opportunity to display a knowl
edge and command of elocution far
above the ordinary. But no feature of
the evening was more satisfactory, en-

tertaining and praiseworthy than the
declamation "My Dolly" by little Georgia
Sinks.

Writing Desks at Detwiler's.

Attempted Murder and Suicide.
George Hackett, a young colored bar

ber at Greenfield, shot, with murderous
intent, a young colored girl of that place
by the name of Graves last Saturday
night at about 11 o'clock. The ball (a No.
32) entered her side and was taken out
of the back. After shooting the girl he
turned the revolver upon himself and
fired, the ball entering his side. It was
afterward taken out of his back. Neither
wound is considered dangerous. The
couple had attended a show held in the
Town Hall. After it was over he accom
panied her to the residence of Mr. Sam-

uel Douglass, where she was employed
as a domestic, and when he reached the
door he asked her to become his wife.
She plainly and positively refused.when
he drew his pistol and told her she
should never marry anyone else, and
fired, with tho above result. He then
walked to the front gate and up street,
without seeming much hurt, and tho
girl was taken into the house by Mr.
and Mrs. Douglass. Tho demoralizing
drama was probably the cause of it all.

Scrap Books at Detwiler's.

The English Literature Society
Held its regular meeting Monday even-

ing lost at the Presbyterian parsonage.
Although both host and hostess still felt
the effects of their recent accidents, the
evening was one of the most pleasant
and entertaining since its organization,
Dr. McSurely, the President, being una'
ble to appear, the duties of that office

devolved upon Miss Grand-Girar- who
conducted the exercises in a most able
manner. The field for the evening's
discussion, under the general head of
Continental Literature, extended from
the Greek and Roman versification to
the poetry of tho Troubadours. In an
swering the question, "What kind of
poetry did the Troubadours compose ?"
Miss Grand-Girar- d, after apologizing for
having fallen into poetry, proceeded to
read, in a most pleasing manner, a beau-

tiful poem on "The Troubadour," which
elicited much praise and many congrat-
ulations from the members, accompanied
by a universal request that she allow it
to be published. Owing to the fact that
the night for the next regular meeting
will be during the week of prayer, the
meeting will be postponed one week, and
will be held on Monday evening, Janu-
ary 10th, at the home of Mrs. Eliza Cum-ming- s,

on East Main street.

Painted Articles at Detwiler's.

The Troubadour.
But what cau 1 my of the Troubadour '(

Who wends hin way thro' forest and moor,
And la welcomo in cot and lordly hall,
As he trills bis merry songs for all j

For serf and hind, for lord and kins,
is roundelays he'll blithely sing,

And he crosses o'er mount and stream and mf
At home, in castle, or care or lea,
His lays are cast In heroic mold,
Of lady e fair and chevalier bold,
Of gallant knights who scorn s lie,
And for country or love would gladly die.
Then he'll tune bis lyre to a higher strain,
And sing of faith, and of heroes slain,
Whoso loyal souls, co country true,
No breath of treason ever drew.
Now friendship is his lofty theme,
At strong and pare as a poet's dream !

When on the "horizon's purple rim"
The son's bright rays at eve grew din.
Bis mnie averse to earthly glory,
Repeats the old celestial story,
With fervor, strikes his willing lyre,
His words glow with prophetic Are.
Forgetful of earth's passing fame
He chants, and labors "in His name,"
Of faithful love, ah, who so well,
A tale, as Lion-hear- t, could toll?
Returning from the Holy War,
He Journeyed from his home afar,
When led by star,
His glorious deeds, nbe sought to mar.
Cast in a gloomy prison's cell
He dreamed he beard death's fatal kntif.
Two; ears ! how long they seemed to Mw,
A prisoner in a dungeon dim.
His throne is lost, his lot on earth
Far from the land that gave him blrtb.
The Lion-hea- rt grows feeble now,
His kingly hopes to sorrow bow,
And looks and longs to bo set free,
By death from this cptivity.
One summer eve the royal guest,
About to seek bis nightly rest,
Looks through his prison's iron bars
To Heaven's radiant, distant stars,
His gaze fixed on the ether blue,
His thoughts to home and kindred flew,
When suddenly his heart stands still,
His limbs shake with a mortal chill.
Burely his cars have mocked his brain,
Yet 'tis the tender sweet refrain,
That years gone by in sonny France,
When wearied with the spear and lance,
With Blondel's skillful minstrelsy
He oft had played and sung the glee.
Again be hears the faint low notes,
Above, around him gently float,
As if to soothe the captive's pain,
And call to life his hopes again.
A pause has come, the music oesastf.,
The royal prisoner's fear releases,
Then he, with voice as soft and low,
Takes np the stanza, then he'll know,
If 'tis a dream, or wind, or vision,
That echoes from the fields Elysian.
No I 'tis no dream, for Blondel's voice,.
And harp bid Richard to rejoice !

His loyal, loving Troubadour
Has scaled the wall, has ope'd the door;.
Has found his king and he is free.
The captive's gained his liberty.

E. L. GnAKD-Gnufft- f.

Photo Albums at Detwiler's.
m

School supplies at Detwiler's.
m

Burch Miller
Is getting along well. Dr.W.W. Dawson,
of Cincinnati, came up on Friday and
held a consultation with Dr. Brown, and"
it was decided that another amputation
will have to be performed. When tho
limb was amputated what are known aa
"side flaps" were made, instead of an
terior and posterior flaps, which thou
most approved methods of surgery insist
should be made in amputations below j

the knee. The second amputation will
bo made as soon as Mr. Miller gains a.
little more strength. His appetite is
imnrnviniF- - n. vnrv favnrohlo lnrltnatinn i

of returning strength.
,

Holiday presents at Detwiler's.

MAYOR'S COURT.

Bose Thomas, for disorderly conduct,
will work out an X and costs.

Milt Wright, drunk and disorderly on
the 17th, was fined $5 and costs. Secured.

Poor Frank Beard old gag plain
blind drunk Saturday. Five dollars and
costs. Breaking stone for the corpora
tion.

Tho Rileys. G. W. and J. W., were to
have been tried for assault and battery
Saturday, hut the prosecuting witness
failed to come to time, and they were
dismissed.

Tom Dillon, tho North High street
saloonist who was arrested some days
ago on the charge of selling liquor to a
minor, had his trial before the Mayor
Monday and was discharged, tho evi-

dence offered not sustaining the accusa-
tion.

Uncle Isaac Groves and his better
half, Aunt Maria, an old colored couple,
were arraigned before the Mayor last
Thursday upon the complaint of another
aged colored individual named Captain,
charged with purloining a fine game
rooster and two pullets from the roost
belonging to said Captain. The contra-
dictory evidence of two giddy young
colored damsels, offered as witnesses by
the prosecution, damaged that side so
much that the defendants were dis-

charged,

CHARLES THIS TIME.

Last Saturday evening Charles Ford,
whose namo has been seen in print be-

fore, became disorderly, when Officer
Stevenson arrested him and started for
the "quay." Ford started to accompany
the officer in his meek, characteristic
way, but changed his notion suddenly,
and giving the officer a push that sent
him a dozen feet away, started to run.
He got away, but was arrested by Mar-
shal Rhoades Monday morning and
taken before the Burgomaster, when he
pleaded guilty to resisting an officer and
raising a disturbance, and was fined 25
and costs in one case, and $10 and given
thirty days in jail in the other, which
debts he is now laudably attempting to
liquidate by cracking sand-ston-e at our
bastile's useful annex, the work-hous- e,

The probabilities are that he will keep
sober on Christmas.

i

Fresh hand-mad- e caramels atW.O.
Smith's.

HUGH McNIOOL,

From Whom We All Re-

joice to Hear,

Treats Us to a Few Lines After
tho Manner of Holldnr

Contributors,

But Written a Style Particularly
.Hugh McMcol's Own and

Nobodv Else's.

This old terrestrial express train is
running on aside-trac- k to allow Santa
Claus to pass on his special train. uen
tury after centu-r- y it has gone spinning
along its orbit, carrying its counuess

freiehUee of humanity nearer ana near
er to its destination. There is no bad

ballasting on this rand, no jar from

faulty machinery or iaproper grading,

no hot-boxe-s on this teain. ihe con
ductor minds kis business id tho train.
dispatcher makes no errors. We are all

aboard. Where are wo goirg? Lets
get a time-tabl- e and find out abot this
road. Turn over tho pages of yourtalle
and you find that the train has been i tn-nin- e

1880 years, and a foot-not- e tells you

that it ran beforo that under another
schedule how long, no one knows. On

your map you find the routo of the line
running far back into tho territory of

uncertainty. In the land of the present
the tracing grows faint, and near the
borders of that uncertainty into which
we are running tho line disappears.
Just this side the confines of uncertainty
is tho depot of death. Whether we will
or not we are going right on with irresist-abl- e

speed. Pilgrim, where arc you go-

ing? There arc no junctions and no
stop-ove- r tickets on this road and the
train whistles for no crossings. This
train started from tho platform of cre-

ation and is due nt the gate-wa- y of eter-

nity. All around us are other planets
on other orbits other celestial railways,
all trending to the grand central depot
of the unknown. Our track is laid in
the depths of infinite space and onr train
rushes on from the dark uncertainty
which lies behind to tho darker uncer
tainty which lies before.

Amid all this uncertainty there is a
natural longing to reach out and take
hold of something stanch and real not
a "barren ideality" and I know of noth

answers the purpose better
than the hind leg of a Christmas turkey,
No man with his mouth jammed full of
niacaroni or chicken-sala- d is going to
pu zzle his brains out puzzling over the
my&tenes of existence. Bryant's rem'
edy f.'ir the blues is :

"Go forth under the open sky
.Vnd list 'to Nature's teachings,"

but I sav go to tho pantry and eat straw'
berry shot with a sugar scoop. Of
course, tast. difter. You and Bryant
can try tho o.oen-k- y scheme if you want
to, but if my plan den't work you can
get measured foT colun at my expense,
and pay for it.

"Christmas conies but-inc- a year."
I am glad it comes as oftan.as that. The
extent of its n1npr tance atncjie tho na
tions lies near to th e limit of the influ'
enco of Christianity in the woAL In it
we celebrate tho birt h-d-ay of that Man
for whom no man is capable lo vrtiie a
eulogy. Tho heroes o t past ag3 appw
little better than butchers under the
searching light that the civilization of
nineteenth century thi ows hack upon
their lives and deeds. The Swedish
nichtincalo did more trood with her
singing than Alexander d,'d with his con
quering hosts. Lewellyn' sdog deserves
a grander monument than France's cruel
emperor. But, when place d in contrast
with Jesus of Nazareth, all ,the mighty
monarchs and titled tyrants of twenty'
five centuries dwindle into th o basest ui
significance, and become m ere pawas
beforo the king-ro- on the Ciiess-boar- d

of existence. If you are an ai imirer of
great men, kneel at the shrine' of that
Man who was more of a phil'osopher
than Plato, whose wisdom wa s moro
wonderful than Solomon's, whoee elo'
nuence was more powerful than i'Jie sil
ver tongue of Cicero or the digwned
diction of Demosthene. , On Chriiltmas
day it is well that the church should bo
open and tho market should be closed ;

it is well that the forgo should cool, that
the hammer should rest, that commerce
should cast anchor, and that the pulse
of manufacture should cease to beat ; it
is well that courts and congresses and
common peoplo should stop to study the
wondrous wisdom of tho Eternal Plan,
and that friends and families should
gather round the table furnished by the
hand of that Sovereign to whom the day
is consecrated. Be thankful. Let the
merchant balance his ledger and make
out a receipt in full to tho providence of
God. There is no man but owes a debt
of gratitude to tho Almighty that has
beon bearing; compound interest at five
thousand per cent, per annum since his
first birth-day- . Honor your notes and
square your accounts. The basest wretch
that treads the soil of earth may be
thankful that he is notdeadand damned.

I do not favor an unduly festive
Christmas. I no not proffer indulgence
to the German who begins imbibing
Christmas early in the morning and
keeps on till toward the close of the day;
he is so full of it that he can't hit the
side-wal- k with his hat once in ten
throws. I do not excuse the Irishman
who celebrates his Christmas with
whisky straights till his legs get as crook-

ed and tangled as a hat-rac- k. I do not
approvu of that kind of a Christmas
which brings men into Mayor Harmon's
court next morning, .looking as if they
had been caught out in a shower of
razors or corn-cutter- and found it im-

possible to get under shelter; nor of
that Christmas which makes a man wake
up next day with his head feeling a trifle
smaller tkan the planet of Mars, and

iuoio mud on ilia clothes than hu bus a
n right to rluim'witlioul a warranty deed
for real estate. The Iosm of that kind of
Christmas no have In America, the bet-
ter for the health of the people.

The custom of giving and receiving
gifts is an appropriate method of observ-
ing Christmas. It foltows the example)
of Him whose life was given for human
ity, and whose every word was a price
less gift to tins d world. I am
one of those who believe that "charity
begins nt home," hut it spreads outward,
It is stingy selfishness that begins and
ends at home. Then do not pass by the
poor with your nose on nn angle of
thirty degrees, right ascension.

What a host of pleasant recollections
hover round that one word, "Christmas"!
How enchanting are the mysteries of
the Santa Claus myth 1 The namo sug
gests the cssense of music, poetry and
cramp-colic- . Christmas is not & time for"

the grown folks to wear their brows
wrinkled up like the face of a wash-boar-

nor for children to be" tortured on the
rack of etiquette. What a multitude o(
tho world's children are dangling over'
the ragged edge of expectation on Christ'
mas Eve ! JHhall I ever forget how, asatl
eager urchin, I peeped forth fiom the
multiplex covers of a trundle-bed- , wait
ing for one of Santa Claus' reindeers to
knock a brick oil" tho chimney-to- p with
one of his antlers? Who dares question
the happiness of the average boy when
ho has a candyball in each cheek, a gross
of in his pocket, and a gross
of pains in his stomach ? Oh, I wisii I
wero a nine-year-o- and Christmas last
ed six months and I had n sock as lontr
as a clothes-lin- e !

The year is in tho sheaf. Its golden
opportunities are gone forever. Its
hopes and fears and pleasures and pains
have faded from realities to recollections.
The news that first startled us as it click-
ed from the electric wire has passed into
the history of the world. What a niot-le- y

mass of happenings have stamped
themselves upon memory's tablet since
the holidays of '85! Weddings and fu-

nerals ! Glorious good times and disap
pointments that choked hope ! Broken
vows and dead impulses Now is a time
to hold invoices and sum up attainments.
It is a time to review your course in tho
past, value your position in tho present,
and map out plans for the future. The
errors of the past are irretrievable, tho
tilings of the present aro passing away,
the promises of the future are uncertain.
The man who has been weighing lard or
measuring calico for twelve monotonous
months ought now to weigh the ques-

tions of the hour and measure the duty
whicli now devolves upon him.

The New Year has sent in his card
and is waiting to be received, and while
the children hail hiscoming with shouts
of laughter, we hear the dog barking
savagely as he chases tho poor Old Year
over the alley fence. The first day of
tho year is usually considered a good
time to register resolves. I consider
that a very unprofitable business. The
strain on a New Year resolve for tho first
twenty-fou- r hours is about a million
pounds to tho square inch, increasing in
proportion to the magnitude of tho re-

solve. I can make my resolutions as
firmly as anybody, but pretty soon a
little temptation comes along and insin-

uatingly twines his grappling hooks
around my resolution and it is a goner.
If I were called upon to make a resolve
just this moment I would write :

''.Resolved, That a girl who plays a
piano when a fellow is trying to write is
m'orse,-tia- a cannibal."

,The pceaant generation stands on the
threshold of the twentieth century, and
with the spirit of the time we take tho
glass of prophecy,,ind look out over tho
foggy landscape pf.the future. Tenny-
son says he "dipped 4&.to the future far
as human eye could .aes." Well, he
didn't need a very long-handle-d ladle to
do that. We can only distinguiph "men
is trees walking," and wo lay down the
glass satisfied to wait and see.

I'hen we take up the glass of history
aiHl look back over the highway of the
centn.ies. In tho vivid panorama thus
brought to view we see the rushing
ranks and bloody ensigns of n thousand
battle-ifiaid- s ; we see nations bom in it
day and i'ties springing up liko the
gourd ovor Nineveh's prophet; we sec
monarchies .and republics rise and fall,
contest Jollowu.ig contest, revolution
after revolution. As the picture passes
we hear, in imagination, all the sounds
that ought to attena it-- We hear the
hordes of the iPhihYrtines' thundering
among Canaan's .hills,' we hear the
moaning of martyrs ami" t,le hellish
scenes of St. Bartholomew s vay ; we
hear the roaring of Rome's conflagration
and the shrieking of Nero's ..Iddle; we
hear the booming of artillery at Water-
loo ; wii hear the last faint murmur of a
dying Savior as Calvary is shroude.d in
darkness and the veil of the temple is
rent in twain.

More responsibility rests upon the
people of the present age than ever rest-
ed upon any people m any preceding
age. The contingencies of our well-doin- g

aro grander achievements, the re-
sults of our misconduct are greater ca-
lamities. The demand for energy and
the necessity for care are doubled with
every stage of progress. Civilization
has been growing ever since that day on
Sinai's summit when the law of human-
ity was written by the finger of the Al-
mighty. Christianity has been on the
increase ever since the star of the east
twinkled over the of Bethle-
hem. In America the responsibility of
each citizen will be greater in 1887 than
it has been in 1880. As our several
Presidents have taken the oath of office
it has meant more to each than it did to
his predecessor. As the world grows
oiaer, as its teeming millions multiply,
as the struggle for subsistence becomes
more intense, as the spirit of lawless-
ness frets under fresh restrictions, more
statesmanship will be required in its
ruiers ana me responsibility resting up-
on the shoulders of the individual will
gain weight Have I filled my space Mr.
Editor? Then I must draw this ram-
bling letter to a close. To each reader
of the News-Hbral- d I wish all the
pleasure he wants with enough pain to
make him value his pleasure.

xours truly,
Hugh 8. McNicol

Frimtton, Ay., Deo. 30th, ISM. 1


